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Study Purpose and 
Process Update



Study Purposes

ÅEvaluate potential locations for CV 
Rail station site and layover facility 
in Coachella

ÅSelect the Cityôs preferred station 
location

ÅFor the preferred location, develop:

ÅPreliminary engineering plans, 
architectural drawings, and connectivity 
plans for the rail station 

ÅTransit-oriented community plans and 
economic development strategies for 
the surrounding area



CV Rail and the Coachella Station Study

ÅFinal selection of station locations will be determined in the NEPA/CEQA CV Rail Tier 
II/Project Environmental Document1

ÅAnalysis and information in this study will be utilized to help determine the final 
selection of the preferred alternative during formal NEPA/CEQA process

ÅLocation of tracks for CV Rail are subject to negotiations and agreements with the 
host railroad

ÅThis study does not commit the City to the approval or construction of any particular 
station location or design concept

1. Led by RCTC under the oversight of the Federal Railroad Administration and Caltrans Division of Rail.



Study Process

Phase I: Rail Station             

Site Evaluation

Phase 2: Station Design and                                               

Transit-Oriented Community Planning

Site Selection

2024 2025

Stakeholder and Public Engagement

We are 

here



TAC Role and 
Community Engagement



Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Role

Input we seek throughout the study

ÅKnown issues

ÅLocal perspective

ÅPotential challenges

ÅPotential opportunities

Role

ÅHelp guide the study

ÅAttend quarterly meetings

ÅReview recommendations

ÅProvide forum for coordination

Intro/Goals/ 
Criteria

Site Selection TOD Vision Site Planning Plan Review

We are here



Community Engagement

TAC Meetings

Å October 24, 2024 ï Introduction and Initial Sites

Å January 30, 2025 ï Station location evaluation

Å April 24, 2025 ï Preliminary station layout and land use vision

Community Workshops

Å November 21, 2024

Å March 18, 2025

Å July 24, 2025

Pop up Events

Å Eggstravaganza ï April 12

Å Mariachi Festival ï May 22

Å Coachella Independence Day event ï July 3



Community Input on Station Area Priorities

Top 5 Station Area Land Use 

Priorities

1. Coffee Shops & Boutiques

2. Mixed-use Residential and 

Retail
3. Restaurants

4. Open Space

5. Cultural & Entertainment

Top 5 Preferred Station Features

1. Lighting

2. Shaded Waiting Areas

3. Security Cameras

4. Ramps
5. Seating Areas

Historical & Cultural Design Ideas 

ÅReflect the regionôs farmworker heritage and Latino cultural 

roots

Å Honor local Indigenous communities through land 

acknowledgments 
Å Feature murals and public art by local artist

Å Incorporate natural desert elements such as palm trees and 

date palms



Refined Station Layout 
and Draft Renderings



Cityôs Preferred Station 
Site

Site 2 in Pueblo Viejo was 
recommended to City Council 
because it has good accessibility, 
the most supportive land use, 
and the fewest engineering 
constraints.
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Layover Facility 
Location Ave. 50

Ave. 52
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ÅSouth of Avenue 52 was 
determined to be the 
optimal location 
operationally

ÅMore land is available on 
the east side of the railroad 
to accommodate facility 
elements:

Å3 storage tracks

ÅTrain wash

ÅCrew building

ÅTruck access and employee 
parking

Ave. 54

Proposed layover 

facility site
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Station Layout



Businesses Currently 
Within Rail Right -of -Way

ÅSeveral existing businesses operate 
on land leased from UP at the 
proposed station site

ÅAdditional businesses will likely be 
affected by construction of the third 
main track as part of the overall CV 
Rail Program

ÅFormal relocation process would 
begin after completion of the 
environmental document

ÅLong-term station development 
timeline uncertain



Overhead Rendering
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Station Access
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Station Components
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Station Design

Design Principles

ÅSafety

ÅVisibility, lighting

ÅSustainability/Climate Adaptation

ÅSolar panels, shade trees and structures

ÅAccessibility

ÅConnecting across the tracks

ÅRamps and elevators for universal access

ÅUnique, Iconic Look

ÅCircular ramps, colorful tiles and decorative 
fencing

Key Considerations

ÅConstruction Costs

ÅIncluding both ramps and elevators 
raises costs

ÅMaintenance

ÅThree sets of elevators 

ÅBathroom facilities

ÅTicket vending machines



Cultural Reference

Historic Talavera TileMid-Century Modern Desert



Station View from Grapefruit/5th

DRAFT



Station View from Grapefruit/4th

DRAFT



Station Structure

DRAFT



Station Platform

DRAFT



Station View from Parking Lot

DRAFT



Night View from Parking Lot

DRAFT



Station Design

Design Principles

ÅSafety

ÅVisibility, lighting

ÅSustainability/Climate Adaptation

ÅSolar panels, shade trees and structures

ÅAccessibility

ÅConnecting across the tracks

ÅRamps and elevators for universal access

ÅUnique, Iconic Look

ÅCircular ramps, colorful tiles and decorative 
fencing

Key Considerations

ÅConstruction Costs

ÅIncluding both ramps and elevators 
raises costs

ÅMaintenance

ÅThree sets of elevators 

ÅBathroom facilities

ÅTicket vending machines



Station Area Plan



Transit -Oriented Development (TOD) Vision

The City of Coachella will capitalize on the return of passenger rail service to 
strengthen and accelerate progress toward a vibrant, inviting, comfortable, and 
culturally rich downtown that supports transit-oriented housing and commercial 

development, provides an attractive and amenity-rich public realm, facilitates ready 
access to essential goods and services, and connects seamlessly to adjoining 

neighborhoods.



Station Area Plan Components

ÅPublic Realm

ÅPueblo Viejo

ÅDowntown East

ÅLand Use and Building Types

ÅZones

ÅBuilding Types

ÅPrivate Frontage

ÅParking Strategies

ÅMobility Hub Plan

ÅHousing Element compatibility

Pueblo 

Viejo

Downtown 

East


